Vyasa,   Yaisharftpayana and
We now come to Sauti, the last reciter of Mahabharata,
His personality is not so clear as that of Vishampayana
or Vyasa. He is sometimes styled in the Mahabharata
itself as Suta only, and not the son of Suta. His name
is given as Ugrashrava, the son of Lomaharshana.
He is sometimes styled a Puranik, z.^., a reciter of
Puranas^ Strangely enough, in the Mahabharata there
are two places where he is said to have come to Shaunak.
In the very beginning of the poem we are told (the
first sentence of the Mahabharata in prose) that Sauti
Ugrashrava, son of Lomaharshana, came to Shaunak
Kulapati while he was engaged in a twelve years'
sacrifice. Being asked whence he came, he said he
came from the Sarpa-satra (serpent sacrifice) of Janme-
jaya where he heard various stories from the Maha-
bharata, composed by Vyasa and related by Vaisham-
payana, and then he first went to see Kurukshetra or
Syamanta Panchaka where the great battle was fought.
At the beginning of Chapter IV, Adi Parva, we have
the same sentence In prose again, and the story begins
as if the previous 3 Adhyayas were not there. Shaunak
here does not ask Sauti whence he came, but says
*cYour father learned the whole Purana formerly.
Have you learned the same? If so, tell us the legend
of the family of Bhrigus." Hereafter come the words
** Suta uwacha, and not Sauti uwacha." This does not
make Suta a contemporary of Vaishampayana, but re-
presents him merely as one who has studied the
Puranas.
The   commentator  has  seen the absurdity  of these
two beginnings, mz.y  of Chapter I and of Chapter IV,